
Bone The Drone: An Unforgettable Journey by
Shanda McCloskey
In her gripping and thought-provoking memoir, Bone The Drone, Shanda
McCloskey invites readers to embark on an unforgettable journey into the
world of drone warfare and its profound impact on both the operators and
the targets. As a former Air Force drone operator, McCloskey offers a
unique firsthand perspective on the psychological and moral complexities
of this controversial form of warfare.
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The Human Impact of Drone Warfare

McCloskey's memoir is a powerful testament to the human toll of drone
warfare. She vividly recounts the intense pressure and isolation she
experienced as she piloted deadly machines from thousands of miles away.
The constant surveillance and the responsibility for taking human lives took
a heavy toll on her mental and emotional health.
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McCloskey also explores the devastating impact of drone strikes on the
people targeted. She describes the chilling realization that her actions
could result in the deaths of civilians. The guilt and shame she felt over
these incidents haunted her long after she left the military.

The Moral Dilemmas of Drone Warfare

Bone The Drone raises profound moral questions about the use of drones
in warfare. McCloskey grapples with the tension between the desire to
protect American lives and the potential for innocent casualties. She
questions the ethics of killing people without due process or the ability to
see the consequences of her actions.

McCloskey's memoir challenges readers to confront the moral implications
of drone warfare. She argues that the anonymity and distance provided by
drones can make it easier to dehumanize the enemy and justify killing.

Healing and Redemption

After leaving the military, McCloskey struggled with post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and survivor's guilt. She sought therapy and found solace
in writing and speaking about her experiences. Bone The Drone is part of
her journey of healing and redemption.

McCloskey's memoir is not just a condemnation of drone warfare. It is also
a story of hope and resilience. McCloskey's ability to find meaning and
purpose after her experiences is a testament to the power of the human
spirit.

Literary Strengths and Impact



Bone The Drone is a well-written and engaging memoir that combines
personal narrative, historical context, and philosophical reflection.
McCloskey's writing is clear and concise, and her voice is honest and
authentic.

McCloskey's memoir has been widely praised for its literary merit and its
potential to spark important conversations about drone warfare. It has been
featured in numerous publications, including The New York Times, The
Washington Post, and The Guardian.

Bone The Drone is a powerful and moving memoir that offers a unique and
thought-provoking perspective on drone warfare. Shanda McCloskey's
firsthand account of the psychological and moral struggles she faced as a
drone operator provides a valuable contribution to the growing body of
literature on this controversial topic.

Through her personal journey of healing and redemption, McCloskey
invites readers to confront the complex moral and ethical issues raised by
drone warfare. Bone The Drone is a must-read for anyone interested in
understanding the human impact of modern warfare.
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