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"Brotherless Night" is a haunting and evocative novel by V.V.
Ganeshananthan that explores the depths of grief, loss, and the
unbreakable bonds of family. Set against the backdrop of the Sri Lankan
Civil War, the novel follows two siblings whose lives are irrevocably
changed by tragedy.
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**Plot Summary**

The novel opens with the discovery of a body on the beach, an event that
sends shockwaves through the already fractured family. The victim is
revealed to be Anbu, the younger brother of the protagonist, Saro. As Saro
grapples with the overwhelming grief of losing her beloved brother, she
embarks on a personal journey to uncover the truth behind his death.

Through a series of flashbacks and introspective reflections, Saro unravels
the intricate tapestry of her family's past. She confronts the simmering
tensions between her parents, the complexities of her sibling relationships,
and the societal pressures that shaped their lives.

As Saro delves deeper into her investigation, she comes face-to-face with
the harsh realities of the civil war that ravaged Sri Lanka. She witnesses
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firsthand the brutality and senselessness of the conflict, and the profound

impact it has on the lives of ordinary people.

*Characters**

Saro: The protagonist, a young woman who is consumed by grief and
guilt after the death of her brother.

Anbu: Saro's younger brother, a sensitive and compassionate soul
who is tragically taken from her life.

Amma and Appa: Saro's parents, who are struggling to cope with the
loss of their son and the deteriorating political situation.

Arul: Saro's husband, who provides a source of support and stability
during her time of crisis.

Thiru: A childhood friend of Saro's who becomes a source of solace
and connection as she navigates her grief.

*Themes**

"Brotherless Night" explores a wide range of themes, including:

Grief and Loss: The novel delves deeply into the profound and
multifaceted nature of grief, capturing the rawness of loss, the search
for meaning, and the enduring power of memory.

Family Ties: Despite the tragedy that befalls the family, "Brotherless
Night" celebrates the enduring bonds of siblinghood and the
unwavering love between parents and children.

War and Conflict: The novel offers a poignant and unflinching look at
the devastating impact of war on individuals, families, and



communities.

= ldentity and Belonging: As Saro investigates her brother's death, she
also grapples with questions of identity, belonging, and the search for a
place in a world torn apart by conflict.

**Writing Style**

"Brotherless Night" is written in a lyrical and introspective style that
captures the emotional depth and complexity of its characters.
Ganeshananthan uses evocative language, vivid imagery, and poetic turns
of phrase to create a deeply immersive reading experience.

**Critical Reception**

Upon its release, "Brotherless Night" received widespread critical acclaim
for its poignant storytelling, its exploration of grief and loss, and its
unflinching portrayal of the impact of war.

= The New York Times: "A powerful and moving story about the
devastating effects of war on the human soul."

= The Washington Post: "A beautiful and heartbreaking novel that will
stay with you long after you finish reading it."

= The Guardian: "A masterpiece of contemporary literature that explores
the complexities of grief and the enduring bonds of family."
**Awards and Recognition**

"Brotherless Night" has received numerous awards and recognitions,
including:



= The International Dublin Literary Award (2017)
= The Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best Book (2016)

= The Dayton Literary Peace Prize (2016)

"Brotherless Night" by V.V. Ganeshananthan is a powerful and
unforgettable novel that explores the depths of grief, loss, and the enduring
bonds of family. Set against the backdrop of the Sri Lankan Civil War, the
novel offers a poignant and unflinching look at the impact of conflict on
individuals, communities, and the human soul.

With its lyrical writing style, introspective characters, and universal themes,
"Brotherless Night" is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the
complexities of loss and the resilience of the human spirit.
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