
Challenges With Implementing Global Norms
For Internally Displaced Persons
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are among the most vulnerable
populations globally, often facing displacement due to conflicts, violence,
natural disasters, or development projects. Despite the adoption of global
norms aimed at protecting and assisting IDPs, their implementation on the
ground remains a significant challenge.
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The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement

The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (GPID),adopted by the UN
in 1998, provide a comprehensive framework for protecting and assisting
IDPs. These principles outline the obligations of states to prevent
displacement, protect IDPs from harm, provide humanitarian assistance,
and facilitate durable solutions.
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Challenges in Implementing the GPID

Implementing the GPID poses several challenges, including:

Political Obstacles: Conflicts and political instability often hinder the
implementation of protection measures for IDPs.

Resource Constraints: Governments and humanitarian organizations
often face resource limitations in providing adequate assistance to
IDPs.

Cultural Sensitivities: Cultural norms and practices can influence the
treatment of IDPs and affect their access to assistance.

Capacity Gaps: Local governments and organizations may lack the
capacity to effectively implement protection and assistance programs
for IDPs.

Addressing the Protection Gap

To address the protection gap for IDPs, the following measures are crucial:

Strengthening Political Commitment: States must demonstrate
political will to protect and assist IDPs, including through ratification of
relevant treaties and enactment of legislation.

Providing Adequate Resources: Governments and humanitarian
organizations must mobilize sufficient resources to meet the immediate
and long-term needs of IDPs.

Respecting Cultural Diversity: Humanitarian assistance should be
culturally sensitive and tailored to meet the unique needs of IDP
communities.



Building Local Capacity: Local governments and organizations
should be empowered through capacity building initiatives to effectively
respond to the needs of IDPs.

Overcoming Assistance Barriers

To overcome barriers to assistance, the following strategies are essential:

Improving Needs Assessments: Comprehensive needs
assessments should be conducted to determine the specific needs
and vulnerabilities of IDP communities.

Ensuring Co-ordination: Humanitarian organizations should
coordinate their efforts to avoid duplication and ensure that all needs
are met.

Promoting Local Participation: IDPs should be actively involved in
the design and implementation of assistance programs.

Linking Humanitarian and Development Aid: Humanitarian
assistance should be linked to long-term development initiatives to
promote durable solutions for IDPs.

Advocacy and Sustainable Solutions

Advocacy and sustainable solutions are critical components of addressing
the challenges faced by IDPs:

Raising Awareness: Civil society organizations and the media play a
crucial role in raising awareness about the plight of IDPs and
advocating for their rights.



Promoting Durable Solutions: Sustainable solutions, such as
voluntary return, local integration, or resettlement, should be prioritized
to address the root causes of displacement.

Implementing global norms for IDPs remains a complex and challenging
task. By addressing the political, resource, cultural, and capacity obstacles,
and by implementing comprehensive protection and assistance measures,
we can strive towards a world where IDPs enjoy their full rights and live in
dignity.
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