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Overview

The second volume of Beethoven's complete piano sonatas, published by
Dover Publications, is a valuable resource for pianists, music students, and
enthusiasts alike. This volume contains the following sonatas:

Piano Sonata No. 11 in B flat major, Op. 22

Piano Sonata No. 12 in A flat major, Op. 26

Piano Sonata No. 13 in E flat major, Op. 27, No. 1

Piano Sonata No. 14 in C sharp minor, Op. 27, No. 2 (Moonlight
Sonata)

Piano Sonata No. 15 in D major, Op. 28 (Pastoral Sonata)
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Piano Sonata No. 16 in G major, Op. 31, No. 1

Piano Sonata No. 17 in D minor, Op. 31, No. 2 (Tempest Sonata)

Piano Sonata No. 18 in E flat major, Op. 31, No. 3

Piano Sonata No. 19 in G minor, Op. 49, No. 1

Piano Sonata No. 20 in G major, Op. 49, No. 2

Musical Structure

The sonatas in this volume exhibit a wide range of musical structures,
reflecting Beethoven's evolving compositional style. Some sonatas, such
as Op. 22 and Op. 27, No. 1, follow the traditional three-movement form of
sonata-allegro, slow movement, and rondo. Others, such as the Moonlight
Sonata and the Pastoral Sonata, have more complex structures, with
additional movements or variations.

Beethoven's sonatas are known for their thematic development, and the
sonatas in this volume are no exception. The opening themes of the
Moonlight Sonata and the Tempest Sonata are particularly memorable, and
they undergo extensive development throughout the movements.
Beethoven also uses a variety of other techniques to create musical
interest, such as contrasting textures, modulations, and rhythmic variations.

Historical Context

The sonatas in this volume were composed during a period of great change
in Beethoven's life. He was struggling with deafness, and his personal life
was often tumultuous. However, these challenges did not prevent him from
producing some of his most enduring works.



The Moonlight Sonata was composed in 1801, during a period of intense
emotional turmoil for Beethoven. The sonata is dedicated to his beloved
pupil, Countess Giulietta Guicciardi, and it is believed to express his
unrequited love for her. The Tempest Sonata was composed in 1802, after
Beethoven had lost all hope of marrying Guicciardi. The sonata is
characterized by its stormy and passionate music, and it is thought to
reflect Beethoven's own emotional state at the time.

Performance Practices

The sonatas in this volume are challenging to perform, but they are also
rewarding. Pianists who wish to perform these sonatas should have a
strong technical foundation and a deep understanding of the music. It is
important to pay attention to the musical structure, the thematic
development, and the historical context of the sonatas in order to give a
convincing performance.

There are many different ways to interpret Beethoven's sonatas, and there
is no one right way to play them. However, there are some general
principles that can help pianists to give a successful performance. For
example, it is important to:

Use a clear and articulate touch

Observe the dynamic markings carefully

Use rubato sparingly and tastefully

Pay attention to the phrasing and articulation

The second volume of Beethoven's complete piano sonatas is a treasure
trove of musical masterpieces. These sonatas are challenging to perform,



but they are also rewarding. Pianists who wish to perform these sonatas
should have a strong technical foundation and a deep understanding of the
music. With careful preparation and attention to detail, pianists can give
performances of Beethoven's sonatas that are both musically satisfying
and technically impressive.
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