
How to Raise Nigerian Dwarf Goats: A
Complete Caretaker's Companion
1. Understanding Nigerian Dwarf Goats

Nigerian Dwarf Goats, renowned for their diminutive size and charming
personalities, are a captivating breed of dairy goats. These lovable
creatures, originating from West Africa, have gained immense popularity
worldwide due to their unique characteristics.

Physical Attributes

Nigerian Dwarf Goats typically stand between 17 to 24 inches in height,
with does (female goats) weighing an average of 50 to 90 pounds, and
bucks (male goats) ranging from 75 to 120 pounds. Their compact bodies
are adorned with a variety of coat colors, including black, brown, white, and
spotted patterns. Their faces are rather distinctive, featuring a straight or
slightly dished profile and expressive eyes.
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Temperament and Behavior

Nigerian Dwarf Goats are renowned for their docile and affectionate nature.
They thrive in social environments, forming strong bonds with their herd
members. Their playful demeanor and love for attention make them
delightful companions for both adults and children alike.

Milk Production

Nigerian Dwarf Goats are cherished for their rich and creamy milk, which
boasts a high butterfat content. While their milk production is relatively
modest compared to larger dairy goat breeds, it is highly nutritious and
flavorful. On average, a Nigerian Dwarf Goat can produce approximately 1
to 2 quarts of milk per day during their lactation period, which typically
spans 6 to 10 months.

2. Essential Care Practices

Providing optimal care for Nigerian Dwarf Goats is crucial for their well-
being and productivity. By addressing their basic needs, you can ensure
their health, happiness, and longevity.

Housing and Shelter

Nigerian Dwarf Goats require a well-ventilated and draft-free shelter to
protect them from the elements. The shelter should be large enough to
accommodate the entire herd, providing ample space for movement and
socialization. Proper bedding, such as straw or wood shavings, should be
provided to ensure warmth and comfort.

Nutrition



A balanced diet is essential for the health and productivity of Nigerian
Dwarf Goats. Their daily intake should consist of high-quality hay, fresh
water, and a grain supplement specifically formulated for goats. Provide
access to a mineral block to meet their mineral requirements.

Fencing

Adequate fencing is crucial to prevent your goats from escaping or harming
themselves. Choose a fence material that is sturdy enough to withstand
their playful nature, such as woven wire or high-tensile electric fencing.
Ensure that the fence is sufficiently high to prevent them from jumping over,
and bury the bottom several inches below the ground to deter digging.

Health Care

Regular veterinary checkups are essential to monitor your goats' health
and prevent the spread of diseases. Vaccinations for common goat
diseases, such as CD&T and tetanus, are highly recommended. Routine
deworming and hoof trimming should also be included in their health care
regimen.

3. Breeding Nigerian Dwarf Goats

If you desire to expand your Nigerian Dwarf Goat herd or produce show-
quality goats, understanding their breeding practices is essential.

Breeding Season

Nigerian Dwarf Goats reach sexual maturity at approximately 6 to 8 months
of age. However, it is advisable to wait until they are at least 12 months old
before breeding them to ensure their physical and reproductive maturity.



Their breeding season typically occurs in the fall, with does exhibiting signs
of estrus (heat) for 24 to 48 hours every 21 days.

Selecting Breeding Stock

Careful selection of breeding stock is crucial for producing healthy and
productive offspring. Choose goats with desirable traits, such as good
conformation, high milk production, and a friendly temperament. Consider
their lineage to avoid any potential genetic disorders.

Breeding Process

Once a doe is in heat, introduce her to a buck. The buck will typically breed
the doe multiple times over a period of several hours. It is important to
observe the breeding process to ensure that the doe is receptive and that
the breeding is successful.

4. Raising Nigerian Dwarf Goat Kids

Kidding, the process of giving birth in goats, typically occurs after a
gestation period of approximately 150 days. Does usually give birth to 1 to
3 kids at a time, although twins are the most common.

Assisting with Kidding

While most does will kid without any assistance, it is important to be
present during the process to monitor for any potential complications. If
necessary, gently assist the doe by pulling the kid's head and front legs as
they emerge.

Caring for Kids



After birth, ensure that the kids nurse from their mother within the first few
hours to receive vital colostrum. Provide a clean and warm environment for
the kids, and monitor them regularly to ensure they are gaining weight and
growing properly. Weaning typically occurs around 6 to 8 weeks of age,
when the kids can be gradually introduced to solid food.

5. Milking Nigerian Dwarf Goats

Milking Nigerian Dwarf Goats is a rewarding experience that can provide
you with a steady supply of fresh, nutritious milk.

Milking Techniques

To milk a Nigerian Dwarf Goat, gently restrain the doe and clean her udder
with a warm, damp cloth. Grip the teat with your thumb and forefinger, and
apply gentle pressure to draw milk into the teat cup. Avoid pulling on the
teat, as it can cause discomfort or injury.

Milking Frequency and Storage

Nigerian Dwarf Goats can be milked once or twice daily, depending on their
milk production. Store the milk in a clean, sterilized container and
refrigerate it for up to 5 days or freeze it for longer storage.

Raising Nigerian Dwarf Goats can be a fulfilling and rewarding experience.
By understanding their unique characteristics, providing them with proper
care, and following ethical breeding practices, you can ensure the health,
happiness, and productivity of your herd. Whether you are a seasoned goat
enthusiast or a curious newcomer, this comprehensive guide will empower
you with the knowledge and confidence to embark on this enchanting
journey. Embrace the joys of owning Nigerian Dwarf Goats and create
lasting memories with these charming and lovable creatures.
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