
On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the
Plough, November 1785: A Poetic Exploration
of Mortality, Grief, and the Fragility of Life

William Cowper's "On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough,
November 1785" is a poignant and moving elegy that explores the themes
of mortality, grief, and the fragility of life. The poem was written in response
to the death of Cowper's pet hare, and it reflects his own deep sense of
loss and sorrow.
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Summary

The poem begins with a description of the hare's nest, which has been
turned up by the plough. Cowper then reflects on the hare's life and death,
and he mourns the loss of his beloved companion. The poem concludes
with a meditation on the brevity of life and the inevitability of death.

Analysis

"On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough, November 1785" is a
complex and multi-layered poem. It is both a personal elegy and a
meditation on the human condition. Cowper's use of imagery and metaphor
is particularly effective in conveying the poem's themes.

The poem's opening lines are particularly striking: "Intimations of mortality /
Mingled with the sere leaves of November." These lines set the tone for the
poem, which is one of sadness and reflection. Cowper's use of the word
"intimations" suggests that the death of the hare is not just a personal loss,
but also a reminder of the inevitability of death for all living things.

The poem's central image is that of the hare's nest being turned up by the
plough. This image is both literal and symbolic. On the one hand, it
represents the physical destruction of the hare's home. On the other hand,
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it also represents the disruption of Cowper's own life and the loss of his
beloved companion.

Cowper's use of language is also notable in this poem. He uses a variety of
poetic devices, such as alliteration, assonance, and metaphor, to create a
rich and textured soundscape. The poem's rhythm is also carefully
controlled, and it helps to convey the poem's emotional intensity.

Themes

The poem explores a number of important themes, including:

* Mortality: The poem is a meditation on the inevitability of death. Cowper
reflects on the brevity of life and the fragility of all living things. * Grief: The
poem expresses Cowper's deep sense of loss and sorrow over the death of
his pet hare. He mourns the loss of his beloved companion and the
disruption of his own life. * The fragility of life: The poem explores the
theme of the fragility of life. Cowper shows that life can be easily disrupted
and that death can come at any time.

"On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough, November 1785" is a
moving and powerful elegy that explores the themes of mortality, grief, and
the fragility of life. Cowper's use of imagery, metaphor, and language is
masterful, and the poem's emotional intensity is undeniable. The poem is a
reminder that death is a part of life, and that we must cherish the time we
have with our loved ones.
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