
Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the
Constitution: A Historical Exploration of
American Encounters Global

The acquisition of Puerto Rico by the United States in 1898 marked a
significant turning point in the history of both the island and the United
States. The island's status as an unincorporated territory of the United
States has been the subject of debate and controversy ever since. This
article examines the complex history of Puerto Rico's relationship with the
United States and the implications for the Constitution. It discusses the
island's acquisition by the US in 1898, the subsequent debates over its
status, and the ongoing struggle for Puerto Rican self-determination. The
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article concludes with a reflection on the enduring legacy of American
colonialism in Puerto Rico and its implications for the future.
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Puerto Rico in the Spanish Empire

Puerto Rico was first colonized by Spain in the 16th century. The island
became a strategic military and economic outpost for the Spanish Empire.
Puerto Ricans enjoyed a degree of autonomy under Spanish rule, but they
were also subject to discrimination and exploitation. In the 19th century,
Puerto Rico began to develop a sense of national identity. The island
experienced a period of economic growth and social change, and Puerto
Rican intellectuals began to call for greater autonomy and self-government.

The Spanish-American War and the Acquisition of Puerto Rico

In 1898, the United States and Spain went to war over Cuba. The war was
a watershed moment in the history of the United States, and it marked the
beginning of the country's rise to global power. The United States quickly
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defeated Spain, and the Treaty of Paris of 1898 ceded Puerto Rico to the
United States.

The acquisition of Puerto Rico was a controversial decision. Many
Americans opposed the annexation of the island, arguing that it was not in
the best interests of the United States. However, President William
McKinley ultimately decided to annex Puerto Rico, believing that it would
serve as a strategic military base and a potential market for American
goods.

Puerto Rico as an Unincorporated Territory

The Foraker Act of 1900 established Puerto Rico as an unincorporated
territory of the United States. This meant that Puerto Ricans were not US
citizens, but they were granted some limited rights and privileges. The
Foraker Act also established a civil government for the island, but it gave
the US Congress ultimate authority over Puerto Rican affairs.

The Jones Act of 1917 granted Puerto Ricans US citizenship, but it did not
change the island's status as an unincorporated territory. Puerto Ricans still
lacked the full rights and privileges of US citizens, and they were not
represented in the US Congress.

The Struggle for Puerto Rican Self-Determination

The acquisition of Puerto Rico by the United States had a profound impact
on the island's development. The US imposed a colonial regime on the
island, and it suppressed Puerto Rican culture and identity. Many Puerto
Ricans began to call for independence or greater autonomy, but their efforts
were met with resistance from the US government.



In the 1930s, the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party emerged as a leading
advocate for independence. The party's leader, Pedro Albizu Campos, was
a charismatic and vocal critic of American colonialism. The Nationalist Party
was involved in several uprisings against the US government, and Albizu
Campos was arrested and imprisoned.

The Nationalist Party's struggle for independence was unsuccessful, but it
did raise awareness of the issue of Puerto Rico's status. In the 1950s, the
United States began to grant Puerto Rico greater autonomy. The
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico was established in 1952, and the island was
given its own constitution and government. However, Puerto Rico remained
an unincorporated territory of the United States, and Puerto Ricans still
lacked the full rights and privileges of US citizens.

The Ongoing Struggle for Puerto Rican Self-Determination

The struggle for Puerto Rican self-determination continues today. There are
still two main political parties in Puerto Rico: the Popular Democratic Party
(PDP),which supports statehood for the island, and the New Progressive
Party (NPP),which supports independence. The PDP has been the
dominant party in Puerto Rico for most of the past century, but the NPP has
gained ground in recent years.

In 2012, Puerto Rico held a referendum on its political status. The
referendum gave voters three choices: statehood, independence, or
continued commonwealth status. A majority of voters chose commonwealth
status, but the referendum was non-binding. The US Congress has not
taken any action on the referendum, and Puerto Rico's status remains
unresolved.



The Legacy of American Colonialism in Puerto Rico

The history of Puerto Rico is a story of American colonialism. The United
States acquired the island in 1898, and it has ruled the island ever since.
The US has imposed a colonial regime on Puerto Rico, and it has
suppressed Puerto Rican culture and identity. Puerto Ricans have
struggled for self-determination, but their efforts have been met with
resistance from the US government.

The legacy of American colonialism in Puerto Rico is complex and
multifaceted. The US has brought economic development and
infrastructure to the island. However, the US has also imposed a political
and economic system that has stifled Puerto Rican self-determination and
development. The US has also discriminated against Puerto Ricans, and it
has denied them the full rights and privileges of US citizens.

The legacy of American colonialism in Puerto Rico is still felt today. The
island remains an unincorporated territory of the United States, and Puerto
Ricans still lack the full rights and privileges of US citizens. The island is
also economically dependent on the United States, and it has a high rate of
poverty and unemployment.

The history of Puerto Rico is a complex and fascinating one. The island has
been shaped by its colonial past, and it continues to struggle for self-
determination. The United States has a responsibility to address the legacy
of its colonialism in Puerto Rico and to work with the Puerto Rican people
to find a mutually acceptable solution to the island's status.
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Edward Klein (1925-2009) was an enigmatic artist who emerged from the
ranks of the self-taught to leave an enduring mark on...

Popular Classical Carols of All Time for
Beginner Trumpet Players Kids Students
Christmas is a time for joy, family, and music. And what better way to
celebrate the season than by playing some of your favorite carols on
the...

FREE

https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InBVT3BxaTBtYk15am83UFVNUnpraFBMXC9mckFSQ2VHb21MTjRYS1E1dm1FcDQyczhtMUlMUzU0YzFOeFdcL1Uxakc5RVFvaDR4VXFcL29PeVliWGZ0YTRHa0d2WkhkUVJlaGI0NDNcL2Z6dVl3ekM2bnhGalpHT0hudFpaSEMrc2RpOTZINGs3ME9xZUMzZ2NiZlFLbTViWE9TTVJPYUFVSGt4VFZqR2tLRE1IVW12UzlIWTBoWllNMVVPZ2hlMisraGFKYUVqVjR1Q0d0RzJjdDEwdUVcLzNRSGFBeVZSQ2F3RStORlFsYmFYalFPUVEzbnhnbEhVcTVWdnNyVk4yT0NycEc4d2x1dlk2SlNuTjcyZjFTeHRcLzRBPT0iLCJpdiI6IjkwYWUwMDA1NmNlNDY3ZWIxODNlMjhhNTljM2MwMTUxIiwicyI6ImE0MGVmMjQ5MzE4YTg0NWMifQ%3D%3D
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik80WFhEM0JoYnBkaTdWTzkxMDFHRFhOM2prSERreXVSSkFVXC9TQ2RxZVN6S2g4ZDNYeG14ZEsxVitSbm9KQjZ4blNtczVZVlZ6aVNnNjQ1R2tnTkhlVnlycm8rb2Q3dTUwVTc0TExzUkM0djFZcFNicFwvVjRhTWRFU0U4YkdaMzlFeVJsRjI4S1RPcHpkVDNuWUloZVY0QTFVbzdCdzRDbUl5K0hNbHBUblFMaEpuOWZzek5jblVpQmg2NExpZFE2SVFqb2d2MmRcLzBINkJFaVV1ZFpMK1FqYUFLelhlWmYzdmRNMng3SXMwYWxDZVdBWFJ5WEJCUnFWZjNkNm96QjgxR24rVzczRTQ1eUhsUWRVdVhBSHVRPT0iLCJpdiI6IjU4MWJjZDcyMDdkNTQzZTVhNWY3ZjA2YzBjNDRiNzEwIiwicyI6ImFlYWQxYTc3NWQxNzlmOWIifQ%3D%3D
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Enigmatic%20Edward%20Klein%20An%20Examination%20of%20the%20Amateurs%20Life%20and%20Legacy.pdf
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Enigmatic%20Edward%20Klein%20An%20Examination%20of%20the%20Amateurs%20Life%20and%20Legacy.pdf
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/book/Popular%20Classical%20Carols%20of%20All%20Time%20for%20Beginner%20Trumpet%20Players%20Kids%20Students.pdf
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/book/Popular%20Classical%20Carols%20of%20All%20Time%20for%20Beginner%20Trumpet%20Players%20Kids%20Students.pdf
https://librarycard.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjgxUWwrN3F4K3FWV2RvekVTb2RrVjNFM081R0dBTTNwa2hLc2RVSytDNTJGOXRHSDc2dkd2dHNLQmdTZ2pOQ1JHcFNkdFlSbDgreFVHU2h2ZVg2c0Q3TDBhek9aUHErbzJvYUtFV2FWXC93bkk2UEIwMWJCb1c5XC9GYjZMOERZMGhDaUZVeitnV05LQjhxOWxBTFpDdE1xdElDZkN6V0hFT3RDUnVaUWhuZkp3Umw1QnMrVElLMTVoWE8rNjZwVENGYUFkYjRWUWNxdGVtS0doYlJIbFZnc25WOURvZ1FRWmpDRzV0RzNsbU1cL3lTcko0d3hpeDRaZndZXC96NWV5NFVpNk1JQ0t4eitiUEFPenJWTmRMY3Jrdz09IiwiaXYiOiI1YTM1MDRmN2Q0Yjk0NzIxNGZiYjc4NzM4ZGM2MDUwNyIsInMiOiIxNzdiMzhhMDlmMDE0NTNhIn0%3D

