Student Mentor Texts That Teach and Inspire

Mentor texts are powerful tools that can help students learn and grow as
writers and readers. A mentor text is a high-quality piece of writing that
teachers use to model good writing and teach specific writing skills. Mentor
texts can be used to teach a variety of writing skills, such as narrative
writing, informational writing, and persuasive writing. They can also be
used to teach grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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There are many benefits to using mentor texts in the classroom. Mentor
texts can help students:

= Learn from the best writers

= Develop a sense of audience

= Understand different writing genres

= Improve their writing skills
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= Become more motivated to write

If you're not sure how to use mentor texts in your classroom, don't worry!
There are many resources available to help you get started. The National
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) has a number of resources on
mentor texts, including a free webinar on how to use mentor texts in the
classroom. You can also find mentor texts online and in libraries.

Here are some tips for selecting, using, and assessing mentor texts:

Selecting Mentor Texts

When selecting mentor texts, it's important to consider the following factors:

= The writing level of your students
= The writing skills you want to teach
= The interests of your students
lt's also important to choose mentor texts that are engaging and interesting

to students. If students aren't interested in the mentor text, they're not going
to learn as much from it.

Using Mentor Texts

There are many different ways to use mentor texts in the classroom. Here
are a few ideas:

= Read the mentor text aloud to your students.

= Have students read the mentor text independently.

= Discuss the mentor text with your students.



= Use the mentor text as a model for writing.

« Have students create their own mentor texts.

The best way to use mentor texts will vary depending on the needs of your
students and the goals of your lesson.

Assessing Mentor Texts

lt's important to assess the effectiveness of your mentor texts. This will help
you determine which mentor texts are working and which ones aren't. Here
are a few ways to assess mentor texts:

= Ask students to write about what they learned from the mentor text.

= QObserve students as they use the mentor text to write their own
writing.

= Collect data on student writing to see if there is an improvement after
using mentor texts.

By assessing mentor texts, you can ensure that they are having a positive
impact on your students' writing.

Mentor texts are a valuable tool that can help students learn and grow as
writers and readers. By using mentor texts in your classroom, you can help
your students develop the skills they need to succeed in school and
beyond.
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Edward Klein (1925-2009) was an enigmatic artist who emerged from the
ranks of the self-taught to leave an enduring mark on...
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