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Peter Loel Boonshaft was a visionary music educator whose life and work
left an indelible mark on the field of music education. A passionate
advocate for the transformative power of music, Boonshaft dedicated his
career to developing and implementing innovative teaching methods that
ignited a lifelong love of music in countless students.

Born in New York City in 1923, Boonshaft's musical journey began at a
young age. He studied piano and composition at the Juilliard School and
Columbia University, and went on to earn a doctorate in music education
from Columbia University in 1957.

In the early 1950s, Boonshaft became acquainted with the Orff Schulwerk,
a groundbreaking approach to music education developed by German
composer and educator Carl Orff. The Orff Schulwerk emphasized the use
of rhythm, movement, and speech to teach music, and Boonshaft was
immediately drawn to its potential for engaging students of all ages and
abilities.

Inspired by the Orff Schulwerk, Boonshaft began to develop his own unique
approach to music education. He believed that all children have the
capacity to learn and appreciate music, and he sought to create a learning
environment that was both enjoyable and musically enriching.

In 1958, Boonshaft founded the New York Institute for Music and Art
Education (NYIMAE),a non-profit organization dedicated to providing high-
quality music education to children and adults. NYIMAE's curriculum was
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based on the Orff Schulwerk approach, and the institute quickly became a
hub for music education innovation and teacher training.

Boonshaft also served as a professor of music education at New York
University, where he taught for over 30 years. Throughout his career, he
published numerous articles, books, and recordings on music education,
and he lectured extensively both in the United States and abroad.

Boonshaft's work had a profound impact on music education around the
world. His innovative teaching methods and his unwavering belief in the
power of music continue to inspire educators and musicians alike. In
recognition of his contributions, Boonshaft received numerous awards,
including the National Medal of Arts in 2000.

Peter Loel Boonshaft passed away in 2007, but his legacy lives on through
the countless students whose lives he touched. His work continues to
shape the way music is taught and experienced, and his passion for music
education continues to inspire future generations of musicians.

Boonshaft's Teaching Methods

Boonshaft's teaching methods were based on the belief that all children
have the capacity to learn and appreciate music. He emphasized the
importance of active learning, and he used a variety of techniques to
engage students and make learning fun.

Some of Boonshaft's most well-known teaching methods include:

Orff Schulwerk: The Orff Schulwerk is a holistic approach to music
education that emphasizes the use of rhythm, movement, and speech.



Boonshaft was one of the first educators to introduce the Orff
Schulwerk to the United States, and he developed a number of
innovative adaptations of the method for use in schools and
communities.

Kodály Method: The Kodály Method is a music education approach
developed by Hungarian composer and educator Zoltán Kodály. The
Kodály Method emphasizes the importance of solfeggio (singing using
solfège syllables) and sight-reading. Boonshaft was a strong advocate
for the Kodály Method, and he incorporated many of its principles into
his own teaching.

Dalcroze Eurythmics: Dalcroze Eurythmics is a music education
approach developed by Swiss composer and educator Émile Jaques-
Dalcroze. Dalcroze Eurythmics uses movement to teach rhythm, pitch,
and other musical concepts. Boonshaft was an early adopter of
Dalcroze Eurythmics, and he used it to help students develop their
musicality and coordination.

Boonshaft's teaching methods were not limited to any one particular
approach. He believed that the best way to teach music was to use a
variety of methods that were tailored to the individual needs of each
student. He was also a strong advocate for using music to teach other
subjects, such as reading, math, and science.

Boonshaft's Legacy

Peter Loel Boonshaft's legacy is one of innovation, passion, and dedication
to music education. His work has had a profound impact on the way music
is taught and experienced around the world. Through his work at NYIMAE,



his teaching at NYU, and his numerous publications and recordings,
Boonshaft has inspired generations of educators and musicians.

Boonshaft's legacy is also evident in the countless students whose lives he
touched. His students remember him as a passionate and inspiring teacher
who believed in their abilities and helped them to reach their full potential.
Boonshaft's work continues to shape the way music is taught and
experienced, and his passion for music education continues to inspire
future generations of musicians.

In honor of Boonshaft's contributions to music education, NYIMAE
established the Peter Loel Boonshaft Memorial Scholarship Fund. The
scholarship fund provides financial assistance to students who are pursuing
careers in music education. To learn more about the scholarship fund or to
make a donation, please visit the NYIMAE website at www.nyimae.org.
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