The Evolution of National Security
Disclosures and the Enduring Cult of State
Secrecy

The concept of national security has been used throughout history to justify
the suppression of information and the control of public discourse. From the
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ancient Greeks to the modern era, governments have invoked the need to
protect sensitive information in order to maintain their power and influence.
This essay will explore the history of national security disclosures, from the
early days of spying and espionage to the present-day era of mass
surveillance and data breaches. We will also examine the enduring cult of
state secrecy and its implications for democracy and public accountability.
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A Brief History of National Security Disclosures

The concept of national security has been around for centuries. In ancient
Greece, the city-state of Sparta was known for its strict secrecy laws, which
prohibited citizens from speaking about military matters outside of the city
walls. In Rome, the emperor Augustus created a secret police force called
the Praetorian Guard, which was responsible for protecting the emperor
and enforcing his will.

During the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church established the Inquisition,
which was a secret tribunal that was used to suppress heresy and dissent.
In the early modern era, the rise of nation-states led to the development of
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more sophisticated intelligence agencies, such as the French Deuxiéme
Bureau and the British Secret Service.

The 20th century witnessed a dramatic increase in the scope and scale of
national security disclosures. The advent of new technologies, such as the
telephone and the telegraph, made it possible for governments to collect
and share information more easily than ever before. The First and Second
World Wars led to the creation of massive intelligence agencies, such as
the CIA and the KGB.

The Cold War era was a particularly fertile period for national security
disclosures. The United States and the Soviet Union engaged in a tit-for-tat
exchange of information, each side trying to outdo the other in terms of
secrecy and deception. The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 brought the world
to the brink of nuclear war, and it was only through a combination of luck
and diplomacy that disaster was averted.

In recent years, the rise of the internet and social media has created new
challenges for national security. The internet has made it possible for
individuals to share information more easily than ever before, and this has
led to a number of high-profile security breaches. The Edward Snowden
leaks of 2013 revealed the NSA's massive surveillance program, and the
Panama Papers leak of 2016 exposed the secret offshore accounts of
wealthy individuals and corporations.

The Enduring Cult of State Secrecy

Despite the growing public awareness of the dangers of state secrecy, the
cult of secrecy continues to thrive. Governments around the world continue



to classify vast amounts of information, and they often use draconian
measures to protect this information from public scrutiny.

There are a number of reasons for the enduring cult of state secrecy. First,
secrecy gives governments a sense of power and control. By keeping
information hidden from the public, governments can more easily
manipulate public opinion and suppress dissent. Second, secrecy can be
used to protect the interests of powerful individuals and corporations. By
keeping information hidden from the public, governments can avoid
embarrassment and scandal.

The cult of state secrecy has a number of negative consequences for
democracy and public accountability. First, secrecy makes it difficult for
citizens to hold their governments accountable. If citizens do not know what
their government is ng, they cannot effectively criticize or challenge it.
Second, secrecy can lead to corruption and abuse of power. When
governments operate in secret, they are less likely to be held accountable
for their actions.

The cult of state secrecy is a dangerous and outdated relic of the past. In
the 21st century, governments should be transparent and accountable to
the public. Citizens have a right to know what their government is ng, and
they should be able to hold their government accountable for its actions.

The following are some recommendations for reforming the national
security disclosure system:

* Governments should adopt a presumption of openness. All government
information should be made public unless there is a compelling reason to
keep it secret. * Governments should establish clear and narrow criteria for



classifying information. Information should only be classified if it is truly
sensitive and if its disclosure would harm national security. * Governments
should provide robust oversight of their intelligence agencies. Intelligence
agencies should be subject to independent review and accountability
mechanisms. * Governments should enact strong whistleblower protection
laws. Whistleblowers who expose government wrongng should be
protected from retaliation.

By implementing these reforms, governments can help to bring the cult of
state secrecy to an end.
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