The Lucky Wheel: Tales From Maple Ridge

Nestled in the quaint town of Maple Ridge, British Columbia, there once
stood an enchanting landmark that captured the hearts and imaginations of
countless residents and visitors alike. Known as "The Lucky Wheel," this
amusement park and carousel held a special place in the community's
past, leaving behind a legacy of cherished memories and captivating tales.
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Although the Lucky Wheel is long gone, its legend lives on through the
recollections of those who experienced its magic firsthand. In this article,
we embark on a journey into the past, uncovering the fascinating history of
this lost landmark and the enduring impact it had on the community of
Maple Ridge.

The Birth of an Amusement Ilcon

The story of the Lucky Wheel begins in the early 1950s, during a period of
rapid growth and development for Maple Ridge. With the arrival of new
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families and businesses, there was a growing demand for recreational and
entertainment options within the community.

In response to this need, a group of local entrepreneurs, led by Herb
Conley, envisioned the creation of a family-friendly amusement park that
would provide a place for both children and adults to enjoy. The Lucky

Wheel was born out of this ambitious dream.
A Carousel of Enchantment

The centerpiece of the Lucky Wheel was undoubtedly its magnificent
carousel, featuring 52 hand-carved animals, each one adorned with
intricate details and vibrant colors. This enchanting ride became an instant
hit, transporting riders of all ages to a world of whimsy and childhood
wonder.

The carousel animals were meticulously crafted by skilled artisans,
ensuring that each one possessed a unique character and charm. From the
majestic white horse to the playful giraffe, every creature seemed to come
alive as it gracefully circled the carousel platform.

A Hub of Community Gatherings

Beyond its amusement rides, the Lucky Wheel also served as a vital
gathering place for the Maple Ridge community. Families would flock to the
park on weekends and holidays, eager to share in the laughter and
excitement of the occasion.

Local organizations and businesses often hosted events at the Lucky
Wheel, transforming the space into a lively hub of community activities.
Picnics, concerts, and festivals filled the air with music, laughter, and the
sweet scent of cotton candy.



The Changing Landscape of Entertainment

As the years passed, the entertainment industry underwent significant
changes. The advent of television and the rise of large-scale amusement
parks gradually diminished the popularity of smaller, local attractions like
the Lucky Wheel.

In the late 1960s, the park faced financial challenges and was forced to
close its doors. The once-bustling amusement park fell into disrepair,
becoming a poignant reminder of a bygone era.

Preserving the Legacy

Although the physical structure of the Lucky Wheel is no longer standing,
its legacy continues to live on in the hearts and minds of those who
experienced its magic. Local historians and community advocates have
worked tirelessly to preserve the memory of this cherished landmark.

In 2007, a commemorative plaque was erected at the former site of the
Lucky Wheel, serving as a permanent tribute to the amusement park's
contribution to the community. The plaque features a detailed history of the
park and includes a photograph of the iconic carousel.

Epilogue

The Lucky Wheel may be gone, but its enchanting legacy remains deeply
embedded in the fabric of Maple Ridge. Through the shared memories and
cherished artifacts that have been passed down through generations, the
spirit of this beloved amusement park continues to inspire and evoke a
sense of nostalgia.



The Lucky Wheel stands as a testament to the enduring power of
community and the importance of preserving our shared history. As we look
back on this lost landmark, we are reminded of the joy and laughter it
brought to countless lives, leaving an indelible mark on the hearts of those

who were fortunate enough to experience its magic.
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The Lucky Wheel was actively promoted through posters and advertisements,
enticing families to visit the park.
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