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The Sand Creek Massacre, one of the darkest chapters in American
history, occurred on November 29, 1864, in present-day Colorado Territory.
This horrific event claimed the lives of approximately 230 Cheyenne and
Arapaho people, including women, children, and the elderly.

Background

In the mid-1800s, tensions between white settlers and Native Americans in
the Colorado Territory were escalating. Gold had been discovered in the
region, and miners and settlers were encroaching on traditional Native
American lands. In response, several Native American tribes, including the
Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Kiowa, joined forces to resist the invasion.

In 1864, Colonel John Chivington, a notorious Indian fighter and
commander of the Colorado Column, launched a military campaign against
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the Native Americans. His goal was to punish them for raiding white
settlements and to force them onto reservations.

The Massacre

On the morning of November 29, 1864, Chivington's troops attacked a
Cheyenne and Arapaho camp at Sand Creek. The village, led by Chief
Black Kettle, was flying a white flag of truce and was under the protection
of the United States flag. Despite this, Chivington's men opened fire, killing
and mutilating hundreds of innocent civilians.

The massacre lasted for several hours, and the troops showed no mercy.
They killed and scalped both men and women, and they even attacked and
killed the camp's livestock. When the dust settled, over 230 Native
Americans lay dead, and the camp was completely destroyed.

Aftermath

The Sand Creek Massacre sparked outrage and condemnation throughout
the United States. The public was horrified by the brutality and
senselessness of the attack, and many people called for Chivington's
resignation. A congressional investigation into the massacre found that
Chivington and his troops had committed numerous war crimes.

Chivington was relieved of duty, and the Army conducted a court-martial
against him. However, he was never convicted of any wrongng. The
massacre also led to the creation of the Peace Commission, which was
tasked with negotiating treaties with Native American tribes.

Legacy



The Sand Creek Massacre is a tragic reminder of the dark side of American
history. It is a story of greed, violence, and racial prejudice. The massacre
remains a source of pain and anger for Native Americans, and it continues
to be a controversial and polarizing event.

In recent years, there have been efforts to reconcile the legacy of Sand
Creek. The site of the massacre has been designated a National Historic
Site, and there is a growing movement to raise awareness about this dark
chapter in American history.

The Sand Creek Massacre is a complex and painful event that has shaped
the history of the United States. It is a reminder of the importance of
understanding and respecting different cultures, and it is a call to action to
strive for justice and peace.

Glossary

Chief Black Kettle: A Cheyenne leader who attempted to negotiate
peace with white settlers before the Sand Creek Massacre.

Colonel John Chivington: The commander of the Colorado Column
who led the attack on Sand Creek.

Colorado Column: A military unit organized by Colonel Chivington to
fight against Native Americans in Colorado Territory.

Peace Commission: A body created by Congress to negotiate treaties
with Native American tribes after the Sand Creek Massacre.

Sand Creek: A river in Colorado Territory where the massacre took
place.
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