
To Live A Thousand Lives Plus 36 Days: An
Exploration of Mortality, Identity, and the
Human Condition

To Live a Thousand Lives Plus 36 Days: The
Continuation by Edward M. Erdelac

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 653 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 136 pages
Lending : Enabled
Paperback : 40 pages
Item Weight : 2.4 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.1 x 9 inches

In her debut novel, "To Live a Thousand Lives Plus 36 Days", Natashia
Deón weaves a captivating and thought-provoking narrative that delves into
the profound themes of mortality, identity, and the enduring human spirit.
Through its unique narrative structure, exploration of history, and nuanced
depiction of the complexities of life and loss, "To Live a Thousand Lives
Plus 36 Days" offers a profound meditation on the universal experiences
that bind us together.

A Fragmented Tapestry of Time and Memory
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The novel unfolds in a nonlinear fashion, shifting between different
timelines and perspectives, creating a fragmented tapestry of memory and
experience. This narrative style mirrors the protagonist's fragmented sense
of self, as she grapples with the complexities of her family history, personal
identity, and the weight of intergenerational trauma.

At the heart of the story is Irene Martin, a contemporary Native American
woman who embarks on a journey of self-discovery. As she investigates
the mysterious death of her great-grandmother, Essie, Irene uncovers a
web of secrets and stories that span generations, revealing the resilience
and fragility of her family lineage.

Exploring History Through an Indigenous Lens

"To Live a Thousand Lives Plus 36 Days" is also a powerful exploration of
history, particularly the often-overlooked experiences of Indigenous peoples
in the United States. Deón deftly weaves historical events and archival
research into the narrative, offering a nuanced and empathetic portrayal of
the challenges and triumphs faced by Native American communities over
time.

Through the character of Essie, the novel delves into the forced relocation
of Native Americans from their ancestral lands during the 1950s. Essie's
resilience and determination in the face of adversity serve as a testament
to the enduring spirit of her people.

The Profound Depiction of Loss and Belonging

Loss and belonging are central themes that permeate throughout the novel.
Irene's journey is driven by her search for a sense of belonging, as she



navigates the complexities of her identity as a mixed-race woman and the
loss of her connection to her ancestral lands.

Deón's writing captures the raw emotions of grief and longing with poignant
clarity. The novel explores the ways in which loss shapes our lives, both
individually and collectively, and the enduring power of memory in
preserving the past and forging connections across time.

"To Live a Thousand Lives Plus 36 Days" is a profound and unforgettable
novel that invites readers to contemplate the complexities of mortality,
identity, and the human condition. Through its innovative narrative
structure, exploration of history, and nuanced depiction of loss and
belonging, Natashia Deón crafts a powerful and moving tribute to the
resilience and fragility of the human spirit. This is a novel that will stay with
readers long after they have turned the final page.
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