Trams Around Dewsbury: Wakefield Transport
Through the Ages

Dewsbury, a bustling town in the heart of West Yorkshire, has a long and
fascinating history of tram transportation. From the early days of horse-
drawn trams to the modern era of electric vehicles, trams have played a
vital role in the town's transport network.
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Horse-Drawn Trams

The first trams to operate in Dewsbury were horse-drawn vehicles,
introduced in 1882. These trams ran along a route from Dewsbury Market
Place to Batley Carr, a distance of approximately 2 miles. The trams were
operated by the Dewsbury Tramways Company, which was founded by a
group of local businessmen.
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The horse-drawn trams were a popular mode of transport, providing a
reliable and relatively comfortable way to travel around the town. However,
their operation was often disrupted by heavy rain and snow, and the trams
were also slow and unreliable.

Electric Trams

In 1903, the Dewsbury Tramways Company was acquired by the Wakefield
and District Light Railway Company, which began to electrify the tram
system. The first electric trams began operating in Dewsbury in 1904, and
by 1906, the entire tram network had been electrified.

The electric trams were much faster and more reliable than their horse-
drawn predecessors. They also had a greater capacity, and could carry up
to 50 passengers. The electric trams quickly became the preferred mode of
transport in Dewsbury, and they remained in operation for over 50 years.

Tram Routes
The Dewsbury tram network consisted of a number of routes, which
connected the town to surrounding areas. The main routes were as follows:
= Route 1: Dewsbury Market Place to Batley Carr
= Route 2: Dewsbury Market Place to Mirfield
= Route 3: Dewsbury Market Place to Ravensthorpe
= Route 4: Dewsbury Market Place to Thornhill

= Route 5: Dewsbury Market Place to Ossett



The trams also operated on a number of shorter routes, which served local
communities.

Tram Stops

The tram network was served by a number of tram stops, which were
located at regular intervals along the routes. The main tram stops in
Dewsbury were located at Market Place, Dewsbury Town Hall, and
Dewsbury Railway Station.

The tram stops were often decorated with ornate shelters and signs, and
they provided a convenient place for passengers to wait for their trams.

Tram Depots

The Dewsbury tram network was served by two tram depots, which were
located at Ravensthorpe and Thornhill. The depots were used for the
storage and maintenance of the trams, and they also housed the
administrative offices of the tram company.

The Ravensthorpe depot was the main depot for the Dewsbury tram
network, and it was capable of housing up to 100 trams. The Thornhill
depot was a smaller depot, which was used for the storage and
maintenance of trams that operated on the Thornhill route.

Decline of Trams

The use of trams in Dewsbury began to decline in the 1950s, as buses and
cars became more popular. The last tram to operate in Dewsbury ran on 7
July 1959, and the tram network was subsequently closed.



The closure of the tram network was a sad day for Dewsbury, but it was a
sign of the changing times. Trams had served the town well for over 50
years, but they were no longer able to compete with the newer and more
efficient forms of transport.

Modern Trams

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in trams as a mode
of public transport. In 2019, a new tram line was opened in Leeds, and
there are plans to extend the line to Dewsbury in the future.

The new tram line would provide a fast and efficient way to travel between
Dewsbury and Leeds, and it would also help to reduce congestion on the
roads. The tram line would be a welcome addition to Dewsbury's transport
network, and it would help to connect the town to the wider region.

Trams have played a vital role in the transport history of Dewsbury. From
the early days of horse-drawn trams to the modern era of electric vehicles,
trams have provided a reliable and efficient way to travel around the town.

Although the tram network closed in 1959, there is now a renewed interest
in trams as a mode of public transport. In the future, trams could once
again play a major role in Dewsbury's transport network, helping to connect
the town to the wider region.
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