
Unveiling the Enchanting World of Banjo
Method Tuning Concert Style: A
Comprehensive Guide
: The Allure of Concert Style Tuning

In the realm of banjo playing, the Concert Style tuning shines as a radiant
beacon, captivating musicians with its rich, resonant sound and
unparalleled versatility. This refined tuning unlocks a world of intricate
melodies, complex chords, and expressive solos, inviting players to explore
the boundless possibilities of the banjo.

Concert Style tuning, also known as "Chicago tuning" or "C tuning," has its
roots deeply entwined in the vibrant history of folk and traditional music. In
the early 20th century, banjoists seeking to expand their musical horizons
began experimenting with alternative tunings, and Concert Style emerged
as a groundbreaking innovation.
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Unlike the more familiar open tunings commonly used in traditional folk
music, Concert Style tuning employs a precise combination of closed and
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open strings, resulting in a sophisticated sound that lends itself to a wide
range of musical genres, from classical to jazz to bluegrass.
The Architecture of Concert Style Tuning

At the heart of Concert Style tuning lies a meticulously crafted arrangement
of string pitches. The four strings of the banjo are tuned to the following
notes:

5th string: G

4th string: D

3rd string: A

2nd string: E

This configuration creates a balanced and resonant sound, with the open
2nd and 4th strings providing a harmonic foundation while the fretted 3rd
and 5th strings allow for intricate melodies and chord voicings.

The use of closed strings, particularly the 3rd and 5th, is a defining
characteristic of Concert Style tuning. By fretting these strings, players can
access a wider range of notes and create complex harmonic structures that
would be impossible with open tunings.

Embarking on the Concert Style Journey

For those embarking on the exciting journey of Concert Style tuning, the
path may seem daunting at first. However, with dedication and a systematic
approach, the rewards are immense.

The first step is to familiarize yourself with the new string pitches and
fingerings. Practice scales and arpeggios to build muscle memory and



develop a solid foundation. As you progress, you will begin to discover the
unique melodic and harmonic possibilities that Concert Style tuning offers.

Learning to read music in standard notation is highly recommended for
Concert Style players. This will empower you to explore a vast repertoire of
written music and fully embrace the versatility of this tuning.
Techniques to Enhance Your Concert Style Mastery

As you delve deeper into Concert Style tuning, a myriad of techniques will
enhance your playing and elevate your performances to new heights.

Hammer-ons and pull-offs: These techniques involve striking a string and
then quickly hammering or pulling off with another finger, creating a fluid
and expressive sound.

Slides: Sliding your finger along a string produces a smooth and graceful
effect, adding depth and emotion to your playing.

Vibrato: By applying slight pressure and motion to the fretting finger, you
can create a shimmering vibrato that adds warmth and character to your
notes.

Repertoire and Inspiration for Concert Style Players

The world of Concert Style banjo is rich with a diverse repertoire that spans
centuries and genres. From classical compositions to traditional folk tunes
to modern bluegrass standards, there is an abundance of music to explore.

Concert Style tuning has been embraced by renowned banjoists such as
Earl Scruggs, Don Reno, and Béla Fleck, who have left an indelible mark
on the banjo world with their innovative playing and compositions.



You can find sheet music and tablature for Concert Style banjo online and
in music stores, providing a wealth of resources to inspire your playing and
expand your musical horizons.
: The Enduring Legacy of Concert Style Tuning

Banjo Method Tuning Concert Style stands as a testament to the boundless
creativity and innovation that has shaped the history of the banjo. This
sophisticated tuning has opened up a world of musical possibilities,
allowing players to explore the full potential of the instrument.

Whether you are a seasoned banjoist seeking to expand your musical
palette or a novice eager to embark on a new musical adventure, Concert
Style tuning offers a rewarding and fulfilling path. With dedication and
practice, you will unlock the enchanting world of this captivating tuning and
experience the joy of creating beautiful and expressive music.
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